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Tom Talarico in Germany  
  

Morris Rotary member Tom Talarico 
visited a Rotary Club in Germany during his 
trip to visit his daughter Elisabeth, who is 
stationed there.  Tom had the opportunity 
while in Amberg to do a makeup at the 
Rotary Club of Amberg on December 10th, 
while his wife Jeanne visited the sites in 
Amberg.  The meeting was at noon and 
Tom indicated about 40 people attended 
the meeting.  They had a speaker and the 
lunch lasted about an hour and a half.  
Some members did leave early to get back 
to work, added Tom.  Everyone was well 
dressed.  

 
 
 
 
 
See page 5 for Closing Photo. 
 

New Members Inducted  
Two new members were formally 

inducted on Tuesday night as new 
members of the Morris Rotary Club.  The 
new members are Karen Avalos and Don 
Brown.  Karen was inducted first by 
President Andrea Buckman.  Andrea 
presented the Rotary Four-Way test plaque, 
the plaque with the Object of Rotary, the 
Rotary pin and a membership certificate to 
Karen for her home or office.  Karen 
presented a short biography on herself after 
she was pinned by her sponsor, Donna 
Matteson. 

Next, President Andrea presented 
the plaques and membership certificate to 
Don Brown.  Don received his Rotary pin 
from District Governor Art Davis in 
November when the DG attended our 
meeting.  Don also presented a short bio on 
himself and his career in banking. See page 

two for pictures 
of the induction 
and the bio-
graphies on 
Karen and Don.  
*  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 
Merry  
Christmas from 
SANTA 
 
 

 
THE 4-WAY TEST OF THE THINGS WE THINK, SAY, OR DO: 

1. IS IT THE TRUTH? 3. WILL IT BUILD GOOD WILL AND BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

2. IS IT FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 4. WILL IT BE BENEFICIAL TO ALL CONCERNED? 

 

Tom Talarico is shown above exchanging banners 
with the President of Amberg Rotary Club (photo 
provided). 
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Famous Quote  

“ If you can't sleep, then get up and do something in stead of lying there and worrying. 
It's the worry that gets you, not the loss of sleep .” �

�
- Dale Carnegie  

Meeting Recap  
 Andrea Buckman  called the dinner meeting to order at 6:40 P.M. with members and 
guests present at the Morris Country Club on Tuesday night.  
The Pledge was lead by Donna Matteson ; the Four Way test was lead by Don Brown  and 
Dave Trotter presented the invocation. 

Make-ups  – Tom Talarico did a makeup in Amberg, Germany on December 10th while 
visiting his daughter, who is stationed in Germany.  A Rotarian in Germany is known as a 
“Rotarier”. 

Sergeant at Arms  – Dave Trotter 
o Birthdays  – Andrea Buckman  is celebrated her birthday on Tuesday, December 

18.  Andrea picked Dave Trotter lead the members in a chorus of “Happy Birthday”.  
Happy Birthday – President Andrea. 

o Feel Goods  – Tom Talarico paid a happy buck for his upcoming trip to Germany to 
spend time with his daughter (and husband) during the Holidays.  Jim Wright  paid 
one dollar because the fighting Illini football team is one game away from going to 
the Rose Bowl. 

o 50/50 Drawing – Dave sold 50/50 tickets to those present.  Guest Chad Marks  
drew the number 4813896.  Al Pilch  was the holder to the ticket, and he drew the 
Ace of Clubs from the deck of cards.  This did not match the designated card – Jack 
of Diamonds, so the pot of $16 moves to the next meeting in January. 

 
 

Next Meeting January 8, 2007  
Our next Rotary Meeting will be 
Tuesday, January 8, 2007.  The 
meeting will be held at Chapin’s 
Restaurant, 701 N. Liberty Street, 
Morris in the banquet room starting at 
6:30 P.M. 
 
 
 

Calendar of Events – 2007/2008:  
December 2007  
December 25 – No Meeting – Merry Christmas 
to everyone 
 
 
 
 

January 2008  
January 1, 2008 – No Meeting – Happy New 
Year. 
January 8 – Regular meeting 
January 15 – Regular meeting 
January 22 – Regular meeting 
January 29 – Regular meeting 

MEETING TIME IS 6:30 P.M.!! 
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Karen Avalos’ Induction 
 

Karen Avalos was 
inducted Tuesday and her 
sponsor is Donna 
Matteson.  Karen Avalos 
was born in Morris and 
attended Morris schools.  
She earned a teaching 
degree in Art Education 
from Monmouth College.  
Karen moved to St. Louis, 
were she recruited for 
Monmouth College.  She 
also worked for Saks 5th 
Avenue and did petit 

modeling.  Karen was in the retail fashion industry for 20 years.  She 
raised three sons and was active in the PTO and Presbyterian Church.  Besides being a 
member of the Morris Rotary Club, Karen is also a member of the Morris Hospital Auxiliary.  
Her father is Dr. Hugo Avalos, past-president and long time member of the Morris Rotary Club. 
 
Don Brown is Inducted 

 
Don Brown moved to 
Morris from Detroit when 
he was 5 years old.  He 
attended Morris schools 
and graduated from 
Illinois State.  Him and 
his wife Jane have two 
sons – one a 24 year old 
who graduated from 
Illinois State and a 22 
year old who is 
attending JJC and “lives 
in the basement”.  Don 
started in banking in 
Joliet for First National 

Bank, then Harris Bank.  He worked at First Midwest 
bank, both in Joliet and Morris, for 10 years, before 
moving to Grundy Bank as Senior Vice-President of 
Commercial Banking. 
 Don is a past member of Lions Club of Morris, serving as their president in the early 
1990’s.  He is also a past president of the Morris Country Club. 
 
Members, please welcome these two new members into our Rotary Club. 
 

L-R: Donna Matteson, Karen and Pres. Andrea 
Karen & Andrea look over 
membership certificate  

President Andrea reviews the Rotary 
packet with new member Don Brown. 
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News Briefs:  
**This Week’s Attendance : Sixteen (16) members and one (1) guests attended this 
Tuesday’s meeting for a total of 18.  Attendance was 56.5%.  As of November 20, 2007, Morris 
Rotary Club has 28 members – this includes five senior active members.  This attendance is 
reported to Rotary District 6450 by the Secretary on a monthly basis and appears in the District 
newsletter. 
 
Four Avenues of Service  
Based on the Object of Rotary, the Four Avenues of Service are Rotary's philosophical cornerstone and the foundation on 
which club activity is based: 

· Club Service focuses on strengthening fellowship and ensuring the effective functioning of the club.  
· Vocational Service encourages Rotarians to serve others through their vocations and to practice high ethical 

standards.  
· Community Service covers the projects and activities the club undertakes to improve life in its community.  
· International Service encompasses actions taken to expand Rotary's humanitarian reach around the globe and to 

promote world understanding and peace. 
 

DISTRICT 6450 NEWS 
 

District 6450 Calendar of Events - (TAKE NOTE, MARK YOUR CALENDARS!)  

———————— 2007 ———————— 
January 8  Youth Exchange - Chicago Overnight Party 

(for the remaining calendar for 2008 see the District 6450 website) 
 
Editor's Note: If you have any news items you wish included, pass them on to me.  Anyone interested 
in receiving the ROTAMORR via email, just send me your email address.  My email address is 
jbzappia@sbcglobal.net or call me at (815) 942-4055.  Thanks, John Zappia, Editor 

Morris Rotary Club #3185 
"The First Small Town Rotary Club" 

P.O. Box 741, Morris, IL 60450 
The Morris Rotary Club meets at the Morris Country Club from March through December on every 
Tuesday, with meetings starting at 6:30 p.m.  In January and February, the meetings will be held at the 
Chapin’s Restaurant, 701 N. Liberty Street, Morris Illinois.  Call Andrea at (815) 416-1132 for 
information. 
              

Object of Rotary 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster: 

First. 
The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 

Second. 
High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; 
and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 

Third. 
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life; 

Fourth. 
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in the ideal of service. 
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Club Officers / Directors 2007-2008 

President** Andrea Buckman 
President-Elect** Donna Matteson 
Vice-President - Programs** Rich Mitchell 
Secretary** / Editor John Zappia 
Assistant Secretary Dianne Breslar 
Treasurer** Tom Talarico 
Sergeant-at-Arms Dave Trotter 
Interact Liaison Steve Roth 
Past President James Ringer 
 

Committee Chairs 2007-2008 
Club Administration (was Club Service) ** James Ringer 
Club Service Projects (was Community Service)**  
Vocational Service** (deleted)  
Club Membership Committee (was Membership 
Development) 

Donna Matteson 

Club Public Relations Committee (was Rotary Information 
Committee) 

John Zappia 

International Service** Charlie Gibbs 
Rotary Foundation  Chuck Johnson 
Rotary Ball in the Fall Alan Ferrari 
**Board of Directors (according to By-Laws) 
 

Closing Photo - Amberg Banner to Morris 
Tom brought the flag back from Germany and is shown below presenting the Amberg flag to 
President Andrea. 
 

 


