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      THE ROTAMORR 
                 Newsletter of the Rotary Club of M orris, Illinois 

             March 25, 2008 
Chartered July 1, 1915  www.morrisrotary.org    “Celebrating 92 Years”  
 

Member Highlight  
Matt Dennison is newest member
Matt Dennison , one of our newest Morris 
Rotary members, presented a biography on 
himself at the regular meeting on Tuesday.  
Matt is twenty-seven years old and 
currently works at Old Second bank in 
downtown Yorkville.  He graduated from 
Coal City High School in 1998 and attended 
Joliet Junior College before transferring to 
Northern Illinois University.  Matt graduated 
from NIU in 2003 with a bachelor’s degree 
in Business Administration.  His first job out 
of college was selling high-end type water 
purification systems.  He did well the first 
couple months, but decided to go into 
banking after sales dropped off.  Matt  

worked for 1st 
Midwest Bank 
for about a year 
before trans-
ferring to Old 
Second bank in 
Yorkville, where 
he has been for 
over 3 years.  
While attending 
JJC, Matt met 
his wife Tiffany, 
whom he 
married in Sept-

ember 2004.  They are expecting their first 
child in September of this year.  Everyone, 
make Matt feel welcomed to the Morris 
Rotary Club. 

Interact Update  
David Saavedra from MCHS 

David Saavedra, the Interact 
Representative from the Morris Community 
High School provided the membership with 
a short biography on himself.  David said he 
is the eldest of three boys, is 15 years old, 
and a freshman at MCHS.  He is of 
Hispanic decent, speaks English and 
Spanish, and is also learning French.  After 
high school, David plans to study medicine 
and become a neurosurgeon.  He would 
also like to study and learn to speak French 
and travel to France.  David also gave 
members an update on Interacts past and 
current activities.  Members are 
participating in the March of Dimes “March 
for Babies” on April 27 starting at 9:00 a.m.  
It is a 10K walk starting at MCHS.  Interact 
students are also participating in a buddy 
day at Morris nursing home to visit with the 
residents there. 
 

Meeting Recap  
 President Andrea Buckman  called 
the dinner meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 
with members and guests present at 
Chapin’s Restaurant on Tuesday night.  

The Pledge was lead by Matt 
Dennison ; the Four Way test was lead by 
John Zappia  and Dave Trotter presented 
the invocation.  See RECAP on page 2…. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 
THE FOUR-WAY TEST OF THE THINGS WE THINK, SAY, OR DO : 

1. IS IT THE TRUTH? 3. WILL IT BUILD GOOD WILL AND BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

2. IS IT FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 4. WILL IT BE BENEFICIAL TO ALL CONCERNED? 
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Famous Quote  
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RECAP, continued  

Guests  included David Saavedra, Interact representative 
from the Morris Community High School. 

Announcements – Andrea  said that several Rotary Districts 
in our area, including 6450, are sponsoring a day at Cellular Field to 
watch the Chicago White Sox play the Detroit Tigers.  The game is 
on Thursday, August 7 in the evening.  Tickets are $30 and $40 per 
person.  Part of the ticket price goes to Easter Seals.  If there is 
enough interest, Morris Rotary may organize a group to go to the 
game.  Contact Andrea if you are interested in attending.  See page 
4 for more details. 

Jim Wright announced that he has contacted the Morris Community High School to start 
scheduling scholarship interviews for this year.  The interviews will take place at HCHS and the 
Grundy Area Vocational Center (GAVC) on two separate Wednesdays in the middle of April.  A 
total of four $1,000 scholarships will be awarded - three to a MCHS senior and one to a GAVC 
student.  Anyone interested in assisting with the interviews should contact Jim. 

Sergeant-at-Arms – Dave Trotter  
50/50 Raffle  – Dave sold 50/50 raffle tickets to members.  Art Hornsby drew the number 

4813936 for the raffle, which belonged to Matt Dennison .  Matt drew the Queen of Hearts, but 
this was not the correct card (Jack of Diamonds).  The pot of $35 moves to next week.  There 
are some cards left in the deck.  
 

Next Meeting, April 1, 2008  
Our next Rotary Meeting will be 
Tuesday, April 1, 2008.  The 
meeting will be held at Chapin’s 
Restaurant, 701 N. Liberty Street, 
Morris in the banquet room 
starting at 6:30 P.M.  Ana Koval 
from the Canal Corridor 
Association is the scheduled 
speaker. 
   
 

 MEETING TIME IS 6:30 P.M.!! 
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Calendar of Events – 2007/2008:  
April 2008  – Magazine Month 
April 1 – Ana Koval Canal Corridor Assoc. 
April 8 – Regular meeting 
April 15 – Club Annual Goals & Finance 
April 19 – Annual District Training – Burr Ridge 
April 22 – Regular meeting 
April 29 – Regular meeting 
 
 

May 2008 
May 6 – National Honor Society – Barb Rath 
May 13 – Regular Meeting 
May 20 – Teacher Appreciation 
May 26 – Memorial Day 
May 27 – Regular Meeting 
 
 

News Briefs:  
**This Week’s Attendance : Fifteen (15) members and one (1) guest attended this week’s 
Rotary meeting, for a total of 16.  Attendance was 60.0% this week (not including make-ups).  
As of March 19, 2008, Morris Rotary Club has 31 members – this includes five senior active 
members and one honorary member.  Attendance is reported to Rotary District 6450 by the 
Secretary on a monthly basis and appears in the District newsletter. 
 

 
Four Avenues of Service  
Based on the Object of Rotary, the Four Avenues of Service are Rotary's philosophical cornerstone and the foundation on 
which club activity is based: 

· Club Service focuses on strengthening fellowship and ensuring the effective functioning of the club.  
· Vocational Service encourages Rotarians to serve others through their vocations and to practice high ethical 

standards.  
· Community Service covers the projects and activities the club undertakes to improve life in its community.  
· International Service encompasses actions taken to expand Rotary's humanitarian reach around the globe and to 

promote world understanding and peace. 
 

 
DISTRICT 6450 NEWS 
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———————— 2008 ———————— 
April 4-5 Land of Lincoln PETS 
April 12 GSE Arrives from District 2090, Italy 
April 19 District Assembly (Annual Training) Burr Ridge, IL 
May 1-4 District Conference – Blue Harbor Resort 
May 10 GSE Departs for D2090 Italy 
(For the remaining calendar for 2008 see the District 6450 website) 
 
Editor's Note: If you have any news items you wish included, pass them on to me.  Anyone interested in 
receiving the ROTAMORR via email, just send me your email address.  My email address is 
jbzappia@sbcglobal.net or call me at (815) 942-4055.  The current issue of the ROTAMORR, as well as three 
months of back issues can be found at http://www.morrisrotary.org/Newsletter.html.  Thanks, John Zappia, Editor 

 
Morris Rotary Club #3185 

"The First Small Town Rotary Club" 
P.O. Box 741, Morris, IL 60450 

 
The Morris Rotary Club meets at the Chapin’s Restaurant, 701 N. Liberty Street, Morris, Illinois.  Call 
Andrea at (815) 416-1132 for information. 
              

Object of Rotary 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster: 

First. 
The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 

Second. 
High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; 
and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 

Third. 
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life; 

Fourth. 
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in the ideal of service. 
 
 

Club Officers / Directors 2007-2008 
President** Andrea Buckman 
President-Elect** Donna Matteson 
Vice-President - Programs** Rich Mitchell 
Secretary** / Editor John Zappia 
Assistant Secretary Dianne Breslar 
Treasurer** Tom Talarico 
Sergeant-at-Arms Dave Trotter 
Interact Liaison Steve Roth 
Past President James Ringer 
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Committee Chairs 2007-2008 

Club Administration (was Club Service) ** James Ringer 
Club Service Projects (was Community Service)** Dave Trotter 
Vocational Service** (deleted)  
Club Membership Committee (was Membership 
Development) 

Donna Matteson 

Club Public Relations Committee (was Rotary Information 
Committee) 

John Zappia 

International Service** Charlie Gibbs 
Rotary Foundation  Chuck Johnson 
Rotary Ball in the Fall Alan Ferrari 

Rich Mitchell 
**Board of Directors (according to By-Laws) 
 


