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      THE ROTAMORR 
                 Newsletter of the Rotary Club of M orris, Illinois 

             February 19, 2008 
Chartered July 1, 1915  www.morrisrotary.org    “Celebrating 92 Years”  
 

Photography Program  
John Zappia presents slide show 

John Zappia, Morris Rotary member 
and local amateur photographer presented 
a program at Tuesday’s regular meeting at 
Chapin’s Restaurant.  John started taking 
pictures in about 1962 with his first camera, 
a Kodak Starlite Brownie.  They were the 
family vacation pictures, all in black and 
white.  He graduated to a 35mm Pentax in 
1972 while attending college at Purdue.  
John wanted to prepare a slide program for 
one of his college classes, so he borrowed 
the camera from a neighbor.  He has 
continued to grow his hobby since. 

After moving to Morris, John joined 
the Morris Camera Club in 1978 and 
became active almost immediately, first as 
vice-president and then President within the 
first three years.  The same year, the 
camera club assumed hosting of the 
Grundy County Corn Festival Photo Show.  
The previous year, John saw the show at 
the Masonic Temple and there were only 
about 30 photographs entered.  The next 
year, the photo show had over 100 prints.  
The photo show has continued to grow, 
with last year having 700 prints and 150 
slides in the show that were submitted by 
150 entrants. 

For a few years in the late 70s, John 
enjoyed doing wedding photography around 
the Morris area.  He eventually had to stop 
doing weddings because his Saturdays  

 
working at LaSalle would not allow him time 
to do weddings.  Continued on Page 2…. 

 
Meeting Recap  
 President Andrea Buckman  called 
the dinner meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 
with members and guests present at 
Chapin’s Restaurant on Tuesday night.  

The Pledge was lead by Rich 
Mitchell ; the Four Way test was lead by 
Alan Ferrari  and Jim Wright` presented 
the invocation.  Guests included Shane 
Gilbertson .  See RECAP on page 2…. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 
THE FOUR-WAY TEST OF THE THINGS WE THINK, SAY, OR DO : 

1. IS IT THE TRUTH? 3. WILL IT BUILD GOOD WILL AND BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

2. IS IT FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 4. WILL IT BE BENEFICIAL TO ALL CONCERNED? 
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Famous Quote  

“ I have found out in later years that my family was very poor, but the glory of America is that 
we didn't know it. [On his childhood]”. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower – [on Poverty and Poor] 

 
Photography  continued from page 1 
John continues to do portraits on a limited basis and by word of mouth. 
 He also continues to be active in the Morris Camera Club.  John completed a six-year 
term as President in September 2007, being replaced by current president, Chuck Van 
Grevenhof.  John enters his photographs in the camera club contest, Cornfestival photo show, 
and contest with other camera clubs in the area.  The portrait of his daughter, Laura, on page 
one was awarded Best of Show in 1983.  John also showed about 40 slides to the members of 
the various subjects he likes to photograph, including architecture, portraits, flowers, 
landscapes, desktop still life set-ups, adults and children.  Below are two more examples of his 
work. 

 

           
 
 
RECAP, continued  

Guests included  Jinal Shah a teacher at Wauponsee Valley 
College and a graduate student at Northwestern University. 

Announcements – Andrea presented Donna Guinn  with 
her “blue” member badge after Donna completed her new member 
action items. 

Above: Gebhard Woods bridge in the winter. 
 
Right: Wine Glass still life taken in a table top 
set-up. 
 
Photographs copyright by John Zappia, photographer. 
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New member orientation will be held on March 6, at 11:30 A.M. at Chapin’s restaurant 
for the new members that have recently joined Morris Rotary Club.  For information on 
attending, contact Andrea. 

Dianne Breslar had foot surgery on Tuesday, February 19th.  Send her a card and wish 
her a speedy recovery. 

Sergeant at Arms  – Dave Trotter 
o Donna Guinn celebrated her birthday on February 8.  She paid her assessment and 

requested that we not sing “Happy Birthday” to her.  She did announce the number 
of years and it is ___!!  Happy Birthday Donna. 

o Feel Goods  – The following members paid a dollar to present a feel good.  Rich 
Mitchell just returned recently from a vacation in Hawaii.  Andrea Buckman  was 
glad to see that there wasn’t any snow falling outside during the meeting (the last 
few meetings have had snow falling during the meeting).  John Zappia  was glad to 
be back on his regular work schedule after working 72+ hours the last two weeks to 
support the Refuel Outage at LaSalle Nuclear Station. 

John Zappia presented the program for the evening on his history in photography and in the 
Morris Camera Club (see article on the first page). 
 

Next Meeting, February 26, 2008  
Our next Rotary Meeting will be 
Tuesday, February 26, 2008.  The 
meeting will be held at Chapin’s 
Restaurant, 701 N. Liberty Street, 
Morris in the banquet room 
starting at 6:30 P.M.  Members 
Alan Ferrari and Tom Talarico will 
present “member spotlights” on 
themselves as part of the program for the evening. 
   
 

 
 
 
Calendar of Events – 2007/2008:  
February 2008  – World Understanding Month 
February 23 – Rotary’s 103rd Birthday 
February 26 – Member Spotlight – Alan Ferrari & 
Tom Talarico 
 
 
 

March 2008  
March 4 - Lisa Morel Las - Big Brothers & Big 
Sisters 
March 11 - Caroline Portlock Grundy County 
Chamber of Commerce 
March 18 – Regular meeting 
March 25 – Regular Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 

MEETING TIME IS 6:30 P.M.!! 
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New Member Inducted – Chad Marks  
Chad Marks was inducted at Tuesday’s meeting (2/19/08) as the newest Morris Rotary 

member.  Chad’s sponsor is Dave Trotter.  
At right, Chad is shown in the middle with 
Dave to the left and President Andrea 
Buckman at the right during the induction 
ceremony.  Chad is the manager of 
Stockdale Block Systems, a landscape 
supply company that his father started 
about five years ago.  They are located at 
4675 Weitz Road in the far west side of 
Morris. Morris Rotary now has twenty-nine 
members.   
 

A Growing Membership is a 
Happy Membership 

 
Four-Way Test Essay Contest for 2008  
 Karen Avalos is the chairman for this year’s Four-Way Test Essay contests in the local 
Morris grade schools.  She has already received the essays from Immaculate Conception 
School (ICS), approximately 25.  Jim Ringer has volunteered to read the essays and choose 
the top three or four from ICS. 

This contest is a great opportunity to expose our area youth to this outstanding 
expression of our Rotarian ethic.  Clubs that participated during the past three years found it to 
be a useful exercise. 

The winning essays will receive awards from the Morris Rotary club.  The best entry 
from each club contest will be evaluated at the District level with cash awards going to the top 
three selections.  The Rotary Club of Morris has been well represented in previous years.  In 
2006, Ashley Vaksdal of Saratoga School, placed second in the District, while in 2005, Alex 
Granger placed third at the District level. 
 
Morris Rotary Club Attendance up in January  
 Attendance for the month of January 2008 for Morris Rotary members was up to its 
highest level in a long time.  The average for the month of January was 70.2%.  Attendance at 
the January meeting was up slightly and it was pushed even higher by the number of makeups 
during the month.  Those members that did make-ups at another Rotary Club include Arthur 
Gore, Donna Guinn, Chuck Johnson, Lon Lovellette, and Bob Trotter.   
 
News Briefs:  
**This Week’s Attendance : Thirteen (13) members and one (1) guests attended this 
Tuesday’s meeting for a total of 14.  Attendance was 48.3% (does not include any makeups).  
As of January 16, 2008, Morris Rotary Club has 29 members – this includes five senior active 
members.  Attendance is reported to Rotary District 6450 by the Secretary on a monthly basis 
and appears in the District newsletter. 
 



ROTAMORR  February 19, 2008  
 

Page 5 of 6 

 
Four Avenues of Service  
Based on the Object of Rotary, the Four Avenues of Service are Rotary's philosophical cornerstone and the foundation on 
which club activity is based: 

· Club Service focuses on strengthening fellowship and ensuring the effective functioning of the club.  
· Vocational Service encourages Rotarians to serve others through their vocations and to practice high ethical 

standards.  
· Community Service covers the projects and activities the club undertakes to improve life in its community.  
· International Service encompasses actions taken to expand Rotary's humanitarian reach around the globe and to 

promote world understanding and peace. 
 

DISTRICT 6450 NEWS 
��
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———————— 2008 ———————— 

February 23 Rotary International’s 103rd Birthday 
March 3 Social for Easter Seals; Chicago Rush Football  

against the San Jose Sabercats 
March 15 District 6450 Grant Committee Meeting, 9 a.m. to Noon. 
March 19 District Workshops for ALL Clubs.  Burr Ridge Marriott. 
(For the remaining calendar for 2008 see the District 6450 website) 

 
Editor's Note: If you have any news items you wish included, pass them on to me.  Anyone interested in 
receiving the ROTAMORR via email, just send me your email address.  My email address is 
jbzappia@sbcglobal.net or call me at (815) 942-4055.  The current issue of the ROTAMORR, as well as three 
months of back issues can be found at http://www.morrisrotary.org/Newsletter.html.  Thanks, John Zappia, Editor 

Morris Rotary Club #3185 
"The First Small Town Rotary Club" 

P.O. Box 741, Morris, IL 60450 
The Morris Rotary Club meets at the Morris Country Club from March through December on every 
Tuesday, with meetings starting at 6:30 p.m.  In January and February, the meetings will be held at the 
Chapin’s Restaurant, 701 N. Liberty Street, Morris, Illinois.  Call Andrea at (815) 416-1132 for 
information. 
              

Object of Rotary 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster: 

First. 
The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 

Second. 
High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; 
and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 

Third. 
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life; 

Fourth. 
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in the ideal of service. 
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Club Officers / Directors 2007-2008 

President** Andrea Buckman 
President-Elect** Donna Matteson 
Vice-President - Programs** Rich Mitchell 
Secretary** / Editor John Zappia 
Assistant Secretary Dianne Breslar 
Treasurer** Tom Talarico 
Sergeant-at-Arms Dave Trotter 
Interact Liaison Steve Roth 
Past President James Ringer 
  

Committee Chairs 2007-2008 
Club Administration (was Club Service) ** James Ringer 
Club Service Projects (was Community Service)** Dave Trotter 
Vocational Service** (deleted)  
Club Membership Committee (was Membership 
Development) 

Donna Matteson 

Club Public Relations Committee (was Rotary Information 
Committee) 

John Zappia 

International Service** Charlie Gibbs 
Rotary Foundation  Chuck Johnson 
Rotary Ball in the Fall Alan Ferrari 
**Board of Directors (according to By-Laws) 
 


