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      THE ROTAMORR 
                 Newsletter of the Rotary Club of M orris, Illinois 

             January 22, 2008 
Chartered July 1, 1915  www.morrisrotary.org    “Celebrating 92 Years”  
 

Senior Members Present Biographies  
Al Pilch, Lon Lovellette, and Charlie Gibbs 
The Morris Rotary members heard some 
interesting stories during presentations by 
our senior members Al Pilch, Lon 
Lovellette, and Charlie Gibbs.  These 
members presented biographies on them 
selves to the rest of the members present. 

Past President, Al Pilch  presented 
his biography first.  Al was born in Chicago 
and attended Lane Tech High School, an all 
boys’ school at that time.  Because it was 
an all boys’ school, boys swam nude during 
swim class because they didn’t have 
swimsuits at the high school.  After high 
school, Al was drafted into the Air Force, 
where he eventually was a member of the 
ground crew.  He served most of his 2-½ 
years in the Aleutian Islands near Alaska. 

After the service, Al worked as an 
apprentice machinist, but decided to go to 
college on the GI Bill before time ran out.  
Al studied and received a degree in 
Agriculture from U of I.  Al remarked that 
not many agriculture students came from 
Chicago, but Al had worked on an Uncle’s 
farm in Indiana when he was growing up, 
so it wasn’t new to him. 

After graduating, Al started his 
career in the U of I Extension Service with 
his first job in Ford County.  While in Melvin 
(for 3 ½ years), All became involved with 4-
H activities.  Next he became the assistant 
Farm Advisor in LaSalle County, where he 
stayed for 5 years.  In Grundy County, Al 

was the County Farm Advisor.  After 25 
years, he retired from the extension service. 

Along the way, Al received a 
master’s degree in Horticulture.  He met 
Dorothy his wife, while attending U of I.  
Together the raised three children and 
currently have 10 grandchildren.  Al was 
also a member of the Grundy County 
Housing Authority for 25 years and served 
on the United Way board for 40 years – 10 
years as Director. 
Continued on page 3 – See Biography 
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Meeting Recap  
 Vice-President Rich Mitchell  called 
the dinner meeting to order at 6:30 P.M. 
with members and guests present at 
Chapin’s Restaurant on Tuesday night.  

The Pledge was lead by Karen 
Avalos ; the Four Way test was lead by 
Alan Ferrari  and Jim Wright presented the 
invocation.  Guest included Matt Dennison .  
Make-ups – Art Gore and Bob Trotter did a 
makeup at Mission Rotary in Texas on 
Thursday, January 17th.  Donna Guinn and 
Chuck Johnson did a makeup at the Dwight 
Rotary meeting.  See RECAP on page 2…. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  * 

THE FOUR-WAY TEST OF THE THINGS WE THINK, SAY, OR DO : 

1. IS IT THE TRUTH? 3. WILL IT BUILD GOOD WILL AND BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

2. IS IT FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 4. WILL IT BE BENEFICIAL TO ALL CONCERNED? 
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Famous Quote  

“ I have a higher and greater standard of principle.   
Washington could not lie.  I can lie but I won't”. 

Mark Twain (1835-1910), in the Chicago Tribune, 20 Dec 1871. 

 
RECAP, continued  

Meeting Minutes – Dave Trotter lead a discussion on 
changing the meeting place permanently to Chapin’s Restaurant, 
starting with our March meetings – rather than moving back to the 
Morris Country Club.  Cost is a little higher for the meals - $15 at 
Chapin’s versus $12 currently at Morris Country Club.  Chapin’s is 
downtown Morris and more centrally located for the members.  
Meeting would not need to be moved any more in January and 
February because of the country club being closed on Tuesday’s 
during those months.  Since Chapin’s added the new and larger 
banquet room, which is quieter than the one at the back of the 
restaurant, members have more room and fewer distractions.  Dianne Breslar, owner of 
Chapin’s and a member of Morris Rotary indicated that she could store our meeting props, 
including the Bell, badge box and two banners.  One disadvantage that was mentioned was 
parking.  Morris Country Club has a parking lot, while at Chapin’s it is all street parking.  
Members present were asked to consider the proposal and refer any comments to Dave 
Trotter.  We will have a vote sometime in the next week or two. 

Sergeant at Arms  – Dave Trotter 
· Birthdays – Al Pilch celebrated his 82nd birthday on January 5, 2008.  Dianne 

Breslar celebrated her birthday on Wednesday, January 16, 2008.  Dianne paid her 
birthday assessment.   The members sang a chorus of “Happy Birthday” to her.  
Dianne celebrated with a trip to New York City and saw the play “Jersey Boys” – 
Dianne paid an additional dollar for a feel good.  Happy Birthday to both our 
members. 

· Feel Goods  – The following members paid a dollar to present a feel good.  Charlie 
Gibbs spent a couple days recently in Jacksonville, Florida.  Karen Avalos  for 
attending a major car auction in Phoenix, Arizona on Wednesday. 

 

Next Meeting, January 22, 2008  
Our next Rotary Meeting will be 
Tuesday, January 22, 2008.  The 
meeting will be held at Chapin’s 
Restaurant, 701 N. Liberty Street, 
Morris in the banquet room 
starting at 6:30 P.M.  The menu for 
dinner is grilled flat iron steak 
(plain or coffee rub), French fries, 
salad, and brownie sundae for dessert.  The program 
will include a trip to the new HealthSmart Fitness 
Center, sponsored by Arthur Hornsby, owner and Morris 
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Rotary member.  Arthur will pay for the guest meals for guests of any of the Morris Rotary 
members that attend the meeting/program.  The fitness center is located at Waverly and 
Division Streets in the original Hornsby Store. 
 

 
 
Calendar of Events – 2007/2008:  
January 2008  – Rotary Awareness Month 
January 29 – Trip to Health Smart Gym for a 
Tour 
 
 
 

February 2008  – World Understanding 
Month 
February 5 – Teri Shaw, District 54 Board Pres  
February 12 – Valentine Day’s Dinner-Chapins 
February 19 – Photo Show by John Zappia 
February 26 - Regular meeting

 
Biographies  – continued from page 1 
 Al Pilch … - Al Pilch has always been active in community service.  He was a Lions 
member in Ford County; Kiwanis member in LaSalle County and a Rotarian in Morris, where 
he has been a member since 1962.  Al is also a past president of the Morris Rotary. 
 Lonial Lovellette  – Lon was born in 1937 at Wasson, Illinois “in the middle of a flood”, 
but says he is from Terre Haute, Indiana.  His dad was a coalminer and part-time farmer.  At 
Eldorado High School, from where he graduated, agriculture was his favorite class.  After high 
school, Lon went to the University of Illinois. 
 Lon’s early schooling was at a two-room grade school, then a one-room school with 
fourteen students attending.  In seventh grade, he was in the grade by himself. 
 After college, Lon was drafted and served 2 years, 3 months and 1 day, with most of his 
time spent at Ft. Riley, Kansas.  That’s where Lon met Karen Gallagher, who would later 
become his wife.   Lon obtained an Illinois Ag Teacher job in Norris City, Illinois and because 
of their 500-mile relationship, Karen eventually moved to Norris City. 
 Lon worked for the farm credit system for 13½ years and it was the best time.  He was 
in Watseka, Ottawa, St. Louis and finally Morris, Illinois.  In addition to the farm credit system, 
Lon is currently in real estate and was also at the Millbrook/Newark bank for 4½ years and in 
the title insurance business with Ted Conley. 
 Lon and Karen have two sons.  One son is an Assistant Attorney General and the other 
was a truck driver, who died in a 2001 truck accident. 
 Lon has always been active in community organizations, including the Norris Lions club, 
Watseka JCs, Kiwanis in Ottawa and the Rotary Club of Morris.  (Lon was also President of 
Morris Rotary for the 1977-1978 Rotary Year).  He has always enjoyed going to auto racing – 
in 2007, Lon attended 68 races – it’s his hobby.  Lon said, “I would like to have been a driver”.  
(Wasson is located on U.S. 45 in far southern Illinois southwest of Eldorado, Illinois in Saline 
County). 
 Charlie Gibbs  – Charlie was born in Chicago, Illinois in 1940, but was raised in 
Valparaiso, Indiana.  During this time, his family lived in Columbia, Missouri for three years.  
After returning to Valparaiso, Charlie finished grade school and graduated from high school in 
1958.  During this period, Charlie was a caddie at a local golf course and one time, caddie for 
Orville Redenbacher.  From 1958-1962, Charlie attended Purdue University and received a 
degree in Electrical Engineering.  He received a MBA from Northwestern University. 
 

MEETING TIME IS 6:30 P.M.!! 
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Biographies , continued… 
From 1962 to 1965, Charlie worked for Underwriter’s laboratories.  His next job was with 

IBM as a system engineer.  In 1969, Charlie left IBM with a fellow employee to start his own 
computer management business, where he managed computer systems for mostly hospitals.  
They had an amicable split in 1973, with Charlie taking the Florida half of the business.  By the 
end of 1999 when Charlie sold his business, he was managing 150 hospitals, had 150 
employees in the United States, Puerto Rico and the Bahamas. 

Charlie was also in the Illinois National Guard from 1963 to 1969 and was called into 
service seventeen times.  Most of these were for civil unrest – one for the Democratic National 
Convention in Chicago.  His unit stayed in the basement of the building where the circus had 
just performed and the elephants were housed.  The men had to clean up after the elephants 
before they could get moved in! 

Charlie has two children and four grandchildren.  He has been married to Lucy since 
2001.  Charlie dated Lucy in high school and after going there separate was, found her again 
while searching on the Internet.  They met up again, Charlie came to Morris and they got 
married.   

Charlie was a member of the Rotary Club of Jacksonville, Florida for ten years and has 
been in the Morris Rotary since 2001.  In addition to Rotary, Charlie enjoys flying, skiing, and 
model railroading. 
 
News Briefs:  
**This Week’s Attendance : Fourteen (14) members and one (1) guests attended this 
Tuesday’s meeting for a total of 15.  Attendance was 60.9%.  As of January 16, 2008, Morris 
Rotary Club has 29 members – this includes five senior active members.  Attendance is 
reported to Rotary District 6450 by the Secretary on a monthly basis and appears in the District 
newsletter. 
** Morris Rotary Sponsors Food Pantry Distribution  - The Morris Rotary and members are 
sponsoring a Food Pantry distribution through We Care this year in the spring.  Many members 
have contributed toward the $600 dollars to reserve the semi-trailer truck of food for the 
Distribution.  Recently, Arthur Hornsby completed the amount needed by donating the 
remaining $80.  Thank you Arthur and congratulations members for these donations.  After the 
food truck is scheduled, members will be signed up to help with the distribution of the food. 
 
Four Avenues of Service  
Based on the Object of Rotary, the Four Avenues of Service are Rotary's philosophical cornerstone and the foundation on 
which club activity is based: 

· Club Service focuses on strengthening fellowship and ensuring the effective functioning of the club.  
· Vocational Service encourages Rotarians to serve others through their vocations and to practice high ethical 

standards.  
· Community Service covers the projects and activities the club undertakes to improve life in its community.  
· International Service encompasses actions taken to expand Rotary's humanitarian reach around the globe and to 

promote world understanding and peace. 
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DISTRICT 6450 NEWS 
�����������	
���

�
���������������

���
�
�����������
�
�����

�	��
���	����������� ��


����
������� ��
��
���
���!���"
��#��
�#�	������
��$��%��&�
�������
�
�
�� �%��
�'�

 
Major Sponsorship solicitation is already underway.  Northwestern University is confirmed for the Start/Finish area.  The 

Evanston Clubs (District 6440) clubs are hosting a picnic after the run/walk. 

For every dollar that goes to PolioPlus in 2008 not only will we get matching from the RI Foundation - the Gates 
Foundation matches it as well! 

Sunday, June 10, 2007, Race Begins 8:30 a.m.; Award s 9:15 a.m.; Walk Begins 9:45 a.m.; and Picnic 11:0 0 a.m.��
��
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———————— 2008 ———————— 

February 9 District 6450 Grant Committee Meeting, 9 a.m. to Noon. 
February 16 Assistant Governor’s Training and Leadership Training 
February 23 Rotary International’s 103rd Birthday 
March 3 Social for Easter Seals; Chicago Rush Football  

against the San Jose Sabercats 
March 15 District 6450 Grant Committee Meeting, 9 a.m. to Noon. 
March 19 District Workshops for ALL Clubs.  Burr Ridge Marriott 

(For the remaining calendar for 2008 see the District 6450 website) 
 
Editor's Note: If you have any news items you wish included, pass them on to me.  Anyone interested in 
receiving the ROTAMORR via email, just send me your email address.  My email address is 
jbzappia@sbcglobal.net or call me at (815) 942-4055.  The current issue of the ROTAMORR, as well as three 
months of back issues can be found at http://www.morrisrotary.org/Newsletter.html.  Thanks, John Zappia, Editor 

Morris Rotary Club #3185 
"The First Small Town Rotary Club" 

P.O. Box 741, Morris, IL 60450 
The Morris Rotary Club meets at the Morris Country Club from March through December on every 
Tuesday, with meetings starting at 6:30 p.m.  In January and February, the meetings will be held at the 
Chapin’s Restaurant, 701 N. Liberty Street, Morris, Illinois.  Call Andrea at (815) 416-1132 for 
information. 
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Object of Rotary 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster: 

First. 
The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 

Second. 
High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; 
and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 

Third. 
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life; 

Fourth. 
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in the ideal of service. 
 
 
 

Club Officers / Directors 2007-2008 
President** Andrea Buckman 
President-Elect** Donna Matteson 
Vice-President - Programs** Rich Mitchell 
Secretary** / Editor John Zappia 
Assistant Secretary Dianne Breslar 
Treasurer** Tom Talarico 
Sergeant-at-Arms Dave Trotter 
Interact Liaison Steve Roth 
Past President James Ringer 
  

Committee Chairs 2007-2008 
Club Administration (was Club Service) ** James Ringer 
Club Service Projects (was Community Service)**  
Vocational Service** (deleted)  
Club Membership Committee (was Membership 
Development) 

Donna Matteson 

Club Public Relations Committee (was Rotary Information 
Committee) 

John Zappia 

International Service** Charlie Gibbs 
Rotary Foundation  Chuck Johnson 
Rotary Ball in the Fall Alan Ferrari 
**Board of Directors (according to By-Laws) 
 


