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White Elephant Gift Exchange  
Program at Tuesday’s Meeting 

White Elephant Night –  The annual 
White Elephant night was held at this 
Tuesday’s meeting.  This is a tradition at 
the first meeting of the New Year.  
Members were asked to bring a wrapped 
gift of around a $10 value.  Jim Ringer set 
the auction price of each gift at $20.  Jim 
picked gifts at random and passed them out 
to the members, who then gave Jim $20.  
Members were given the option to 
exchange with another member for $5, but 
no exchanges took place.  The members 
enjoyed the evening, especially the 
Treasurer, Tom Talarico, who would be 
depositing the funds into the charitable 
account.  A total of $250 was collected with 
the White Elephant Sale. 

 
Recap of 2006-2007 for President 
Jim Ringer  

Past President Jim Ringer has 
completed his “history” for the Morris Rotary 
History Book.  This is an expectation of all 
Past Presidents of the Morris Rotary Club.  
Read the summary of Jim’s year (2006-
2007) on page 2 of the ROTAMORR.  This 
chapter has also been added to the Morris 
Rotary website.  

 
*  *  *  *  *  * 

  
 
 

Park Property to City  
Morris Rotary Club was recently notified 
that the Morris Community Foundation and 
the City of Morris signed the paperwork on 
December 19, 2007 to officially transfer the 
ownership of the remaining train depot 
property (aka, Rotary Park) to the City.  
Julie Buck, Executive Director of the 
Foundation sent the letter to Andrea 
Buckman on January 7, 2008.  Julie thanks 
the Morris Rotary Club for taking on this 
endeavor.  She added, “This is a great 
legacy for you and we look forward to its 
completion”. 

*  *  *  *  *  * 
 

Meeting Recap  
 Andrea Buckman  called the dinner 
meeting to order at 6:36 P.M. with members 
and guests present at Chapin’s Restaurant 
on Tuesday night.  

The Pledge was lead by John 
Zappia ; the Four Way test was lead by 
Dianne Breslar  and Dave Trotter 
presented the invocation.  Members also 
brought the Rotary Club Banner and 
badges to Chapin’s and we meet in the new 
banquet room, which was very nice.       
See RECAP on page 2…. 

 
*  *  *  *  *  * 

 

THE 4-WAY TEST OF THE THINGS WE THINK, SAY, OR DO: 

1. IS IT THE TRUTH? 3. WILL IT BUILD GOOD WILL AND BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

2. IS IT FAIR TO ALL CONCERNED? 4. WILL IT BE BENEFICIAL TO ALL CONCERNED? 

 



ROTAMORR  January 8, 2008  
 

Page 2 of 5 

Famous Quote  

“ Determine never to be idle... 
It is wonderful how much may be done if we are alwa ys doing. ” �

�
- Thomas Jefferson  

RECAP, continued  
Sergeant at Arms  – Dave Trotter 
· Birthdays  and Anniversaries – None this week. 
· Feel Goods  – The following members paid a dollar to 

present a feel good.  Arthur Hornsby  was happy to by at 
Chapin’s for January and February meetings.  Karen 
Avalos  for her brother’s cancer being in remission.  Dave 
Trotter  for bringing a prospective member to the meeting.  
Alan Ferrari  opened an insurance office in Morris that will 
be managed by his wife Cassie.  

 
Next Meeting, January 15, 2008  

Our next Rotary Meeting will be 
Tuesday, January 15, 2008.  The 
meeting will be held at Chapin’s 
Restaurant, 701 N. Liberty Street, 
Morris in the banquet room 
starting at 6:30 P.M.  The annual 
financial report will be presented 
by Tom Talarico and the Ball in the 
Fall financial report will be given by Alan Ferrari.  The 
monthly Board of Directors meeting will be held after the 
regular meeting at around 8:00 P.M. 

 

 
 
 
Calendar of Events – 2007/2008:  
January 2008  – Rotary Awareness Month 
January 15 – Regular meeting 
January 15 – Board of Directors meeting 8:00P 
January 22 – Regular meeting 
January 29 – Regular meeting 
 

February 2008  – World Understanding 
Month 
February 5 – Regular meeting 
February 12 – Valentine Day’s Dinner - TBA 
February 19 – Regular meeting 
February 26 - Regular meeting

 
Recap of 2006-2007 for President Jim Ringer (contin ued from page 1)  
Past President Jim Ringer has completed his “history” for the Morris Rotary History Book: 
 
The theme for Rotary International this year was “Lead the Way”.  Many members of the Morris Rotary 
Club demonstrated their leadership abilities and took charge during this year to make it successful. 

MEETING TIME IS 6:30 P.M.!! 
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Jim Ringer’s RY 2006-2007, continued  
Our club started off the year by giving We Care $3,000 from our charity fund.  Then we had a challenge 
offered to us by the George Baum (Past President) foundation.  We would receive one for one 
matching funds during the next year for our downtown Morris Rotary Park project that we had initiated 
the previous year, but with the condition that the match would apply only to work completed in the next 
year. The plans were quickly finalized and approved by the board for action.  With this accomplished 
we allocated the remaining available charitable funds and the future “Ball In The Fall” proceeds for this 
project. Dave Trotter led the way during the year to get the park project up and running. 
 
Our exchange student, Laura Espinel-Ballen, arrived from Columbia in August.  She was very bright 
and musically talented and began her stay with Bob and Julia Drake. 
 
The club also initiated the handing out of age appropriate dictionaries to all of the 3rd graders in the 
town of Morris. We were surprised at how much the students and the teachers appreciated the 
dictionaries. I hope we continue this project in the future. 
 
With the Grundy Community Volunteer Hospice as our partner for the 2nd “Ball In The Fall”, we were 
able to bring in $37,000 and have 235 guests in attendance.  The ball requires every club member to 
support it; however, Alan Ferrari originated the concept and led the way again this year. The Ball 
provided $15,000 to the Community Hospice and Rotary received about $12,000 primarily going to fund 
the park project.  In November we lost a Past President and well-known community supporter when Dr. 
Hugo Avalos past away at the age of 84. Hugo was very active in many roles of community service 
during his lifetime and he’ll be missed very much. 

 
Once again the club helped We Care by ringing bells for them in December on the coldest day of the 
month. We’re not sure how this happens but whatever day we volunteer is the coldest day in 
December.  But the cold did bring some snow and it was great to see Laura experience snow for the 
first time in her life.  She borrowed a snowsuit and went sledding for the first time too. 
She wasn’t in the cold very long before she came inside for a cup of hot chocolate as she also hadn’t 
experienced negative Fahrenheit temperatures before. 
 
Laura transitioned to my house for a couple months before moving on to the David Blackwell family.  
She must have been happy there because she never complained and made the honor roll. 
 
During January Charlie Gibbs led the way to Belize on an I Care mission that the club helped sponsor.  
The group fitted 1200 pairs of glasses in 4 days and also got a winter tan in the process. 
 
Our club provided volunteers for meals on wheels and also helped at a mobile food pantry brought to 
town by We Care and Rotary. 
 
Jim Wright led the way by organizing an area tour for a Group Study Exchange team from France.  He 
also coordinated the scholarship selection this year and we were able to provide $6,000 in scholarships 
because of the efforts of past and current members who established a scholarship fund several years 
ago. 
 
Before the year ended we lost another Past President and club member with the passing of Lt Col. 
George Brown.  George was a long time active member and servant to the community.  He also will be 
missed. 
This was the year that our club’s website received some TLC and upgrades from Susie Johnson.  It 
won third place in the District Website Contest.  John Zappia edited the ROTAMORR again and 
received an Honorable Mention. 
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My favorite meeting of the year was the club picnic held in honor of Laura Espinel.  Dave Trotter 
graciously hosted the event for all the members and their families.  This was one of the last meetings 
before Andrea Buckman, the first woman president of the Morris Rotary club, was installed to lead the 
way for 2007-2008. 
 

Prospective Member   
Dave Trotter has proposed Chad Marks as a new member of Morris Rotary Club.  Chad is the 
manager of Stockdale Block Systems, a landscape supply company.  They are located at 4675 
Weitz Road in Morris.  Stockdale Block System, (SBS) is an exclusive producer of retaining 
walls, supplying the greater portion of Illinois and its surrounding areas.  They have acres of 
storage to ensure immediate availability of the highest quality product.  Their staff has years of 
knowledge in the SRW (Segmental Retaining Wall) business to provide technical advice to 
engineers, architects, landscape contractors and the general public. 
 
News Briefs:  
**This Week’s Attendance : Thirteen (13) members and one (1) guests attended this 
Tuesday’s meeting for a total of 14.  Attendance was 56.5%.  As of November 20, 2007, Morris 
Rotary Club has 28 members – this includes five senior active members.  This attendance is 
reported to Rotary District 6450 by the Secretary on a monthly basis and appears in the District 
newsletter. 
 
 
Four Avenues of Service  
Based on the Object of Rotary, the Four Avenues of Service are Rotary's philosophical cornerstone and the foundation on 
which club activity is based: 

· Club Service focuses on strengthening fellowship and ensuring the effective functioning of the club.  
· Vocational Service encourages Rotarians to serve others through their vocations and to practice high ethical 

standards.  
· Community Service covers the projects and activities the club undertakes to improve life in its community.  
· International Service encompasses actions taken to expand Rotary's humanitarian reach around the globe and to 

promote world understanding and peace. 
 

DISTRICT 6450 NEWS 
 

District 6450 Calendar of Events - (TAKE NOTE, MARK YOUR CALENDARS!)  

———————— 2008 ———————— 
January 4-6  Strategic Planning Retreat 
January 12 President’s Roundtable, Part II 
January 13-20      International Assembly – San Diego, California 
January 26 District 6450 Grant Committee Meeting, 9 a.m. to Noon. 
February 9 District 6450 Grant Committee Meeting, 9 a.m. to Noon. 
February 16 Assistant Governor’s Training and Leadership Training 
February 23 Rotary International’s 103rd Birthday 
March 3 Social for Easter Seals; Chicago Rush Football  

against the San Jose Sabercats 
March 15 District 6450 Grant Committee Meeting, 9 a.m. to Noon. 
March 19 District Workshops for ALL Clubs.  Burr Ridge Marriott. 
(for the remaining calendar for 2008 see the District 6450 website) 
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Editor's Note: If you have any news items you wish included, pass them on to me.  Anyone interested 
in receiving the ROTAMORR via email, just send me your email address.  My email address is 
jbzappia@sbcglobal.net or call me at (815) 942-4055.  Thanks, John Zappia, Editor 

Morris Rotary Club #3185 
"The First Small Town Rotary Club" 

P.O. Box 741, Morris, IL 60450 
The Morris Rotary Club meets at the Morris Country Club from March through December on every 
Tuesday, with meetings starting at 6:30 p.m.  In January and February, the meetings will be held at the 
Chapin’s Restaurant, 701 N. Liberty Street, Morris, Illinois.  Call Andrea at (815) 416-1132 for 
information. 
              

Object of Rotary 
The Object of Rotary is to encourage and foster the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in 
particular, to encourage and foster: 

First. 
The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service; 

Second. 
High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; 
and the dignifying of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society; 

Third. 
The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life; 

Fourth. 
The advancement of international understanding, goodwill, and peace through a world fellowship of business and 
professional persons united in the ideal of service. 
 
 

Club Officers / Directors 2007-2008 
President** Andrea Buckman 
President-Elect** Donna Matteson 
Vice-President - Programs** Rich Mitchell 
Secretary** / Editor John Zappia 
Assistant Secretary Dianne Breslar 
Treasurer** Tom Talarico 
Sergeant-at-Arms Dave Trotter 
Interact Liaison Steve Roth 
Past President James Ringer 
  

Committee Chairs 2007-2008 
Club Administration (was Club Service) ** James Ringer 
Club Service Projects (was Community Service)**  
Vocational Service** (deleted)  
Club Membership Committee (was Membership Development) Donna Matteson 
Club Public Relations Committee (was Rotary Information 
Committee) 

John Zappia 

International Service** Charlie Gibbs 
Rotary Foundation  Chuck Johnson 
Rotary Ball in the Fall Alan Ferrari 
**Board of Directors (according to By-Laws) 
 


